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FLATHEAD COUNTY TOPS STATE 
FOR POPULATION GROWTH IN ’70s
MISSOULA--
Flathead C o unty experienced the most rapid population growth of any of the 
state's most populous counties during the 1970s, according to Unive r s i t y  of 
Montana economist Paul Polzin,
Writing in the autumn issue of the M o ntana Business Q u a r t e r l y , Polzin points 
out that Flathead County grew faster than Missoula, Yellowstone, Cascade and 
Lewis and Clark Counties during the past decade. Much of the growth occurred 
between 1974 and 1978, when the popul a t i o n  jumped to more than 50,000 persons.
Polzin also found that n o n - f a r m  earnings in Flathead County rose at an annual 
rate of over 10 percent per year between 1975 and 1978. Only in M i s s o u l a  County, 
which had a growth rate of more than 11 percent, was the increase greater.
The major factors contributing to the Flathead County economy are the wood 
products industry and the Anaconda A l u m i n u m  Company. Toget h e r  these two industries 
provided over half the earnings in Flathead County in 1978.
Polzin speculates that Flathead County's economy will continue to grow in the 
1980s, but proba b l y  at a slower rate than experienced in the late 1970s. The rapid 
expansion since 1975 was due to the c o incidence of two events whi c h  m ay not be 
repeated -- several v e r y  good years in the wood products industry and a significant 
expansion in employment at the Anaconda A l u m i n u m  Company plant.
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